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Mathematics is a fascinating field that is a pinnacle of human endeavor. But most people perceive it to be 
agonizingly boring and a source of immense anxiety. How can we change the way mathematics is 
experienced? We will consider options like mathematics and theater, mathematics and expository writing, 
and mathematics and art, and how each of these can help to change people's attitudes towards mathematics. 

 

 
 

         Figure 1: “Attack of the hairy ball” in [1]. 
 
                             

      
 
Figure 3:  Scene from “Equinox” in [3]. 

 
 

Figure 2: Figure by Pier Gustafson from 
“Pythagoras’s Darkest Hour” in [2]. 

 

 
 

 Figure 4:  Tom Garrity playing a zombie in [4]. 
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